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SUBJECT: SNP TO CHALLENGE CALLAGHAN 

1. THE SCOTTISH NATIONAL PARTY (SNP) PLANS TO INTRODUCE 
A MOTION IN PARLIAMENT JULY 4 TO REDUCE PRIME MINISTER 
CALLAGHAN'S SALARY. THIS IS A PROCEDURAL MEANS SHORT OE 
A CENSURE MOTION TO ATTACK THE GOVERNMENT, AND IT WILL 
BE DEBATED AND VOTED UPON THE DAY IT IS INTRODUCED. 

ACCORDING TO SNP SPOKESMEN, THEY HAVE TAKEN THIS STEP IN 
PROTEST OF THE GOVERNMENT'S FAILURE TO FULFILL ITS COM- 
MITMENT TO DEVOLVE POWER TO ELECTED ASSEMBLIES IN 
SCOTLAND AND WALES. THE GOVERNMENT, OE COURSE, IS 
EXPECTED TO INTRODUCE A NEW DEVOLUTION BILL IN NOVEMBER. 

2. ACCORDING TO THE PRESS. THE CONSERVATIVE PARTY AND 
THE WELSH NATIONALIST PARTY, PLAID CYMRU, WILL JOIN THE 
SNP IN SUPPORTING THE MOTION. 

3. COMMENT: IF APPROVED. THIS MOTION WOULD ALMOST 
CERTAINLY FORCE THE GOVERNMENT TO PUT DOWN A CONEIDENCE 
MOTION. ANY CHANCE OE THE SNP MOTION CARRYING, HOWEVER, 

IS REMOTE. THE THREE PARTIES EXPECTED TO SUPPORT THE 
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MOTION HAVE 293 SEATS BETWEEN THEM, COMPARED TO 326 FOR 
THE GOVERNMENT AND ITS ALLIES. THE POSITION OF THE 
10-MEMBER ULSTER UNIONIST BLOC IS NOT KNOWN, BUT IN ANY 
EVENT, IT WOULD BE UNLIKELY TO AEFECT THE OUTCOME. THE 
SNP EVIDENTLY BELIEVES SOME POLITICAL MILEAGE CAN BE 
GAINED FROM THIS MANEUVER. GIVEN, HOWEVER, THE GOVERN- 
MENT'S COMMITMENT TO HONOR ITS DEVOLUTION PLEDGE AND THE 
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NEAR CERTAINTY THAT THE MOTION WILL EAIL, THIS SORT OF 
EMPTY GESTURE POLITICS SEEMS MORE LIKELY TO PRODUCE 
RIDICULE EOR THE SNP THAN POLITICAL ADVANTAGE. 
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